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ASUTOSH MUKHOPADHYAY

BOOK REVIEW

Asutosh Mukhopadhyay

Mathematical Genius with the Magic Wand
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Asutosh Mukhopadhyay, a multi-faceted genius, stands tall
as an iconic figure whose legacy can be appreciated from
various perspectives. Renowned as a jurist, judge, educationist,
administrator, propagator of mathematical research, bibliophile,
and visionary, Asutosh’s contributions continue to inspire across
disciplines. While he is widely celebrated as the great builder
of Calcutta University and a transformative educationist, fewer
people are aware that his journey began as a research student in
mathematics. This book primarily delves into his mathematical
brilliance, contributions to mathematicalresearch, and his relentless
efforts to promote the subject. It also provides insights into his other
remarkable accomplishments.

The book takes the reader on a comprehensive journey through
Asutosh’slife, fromhis parentage and early educationto hisillustrious
career, research, awards, addresses, and publications. Written in an
easy-to-understand style and supported by rare photographs and
references, it captures all facets of this extraordinary personality. Sir
Michael Sadler aptly described Asutosh as “mighty in battle,” noting

Asutosh Mukhopadhyay that he could have ruled an empire but chose to dedicate his powers

Mathematical Genius with the to education. Sadler admired Asutosh’s belief that education, rightly
Magic Wand interpreted, held the secret to human welfare and the key to the
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moral strength of every empire.
Acharya P.C. Ray portrayed Asutosh as a fearless and
uncompromising leader, generous even to his opponents, and
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achievements marked an era of progress for the nation. Asutosh’s
profound knowledge in mathematics was particularly startling. Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose once
remarked on his ability to set examination papers year after year on advanced subjects such as quaternions,
differential equations, the theory of numbers, and lunar and planetary theories. His papers for matriculation,
intermediate, and degree examinations were exemplary, serving as learning tools for both examiners and
students.

The book also reflects the deep passion and dedication of its author, the late Prof. Satyabachi Sar. A
graduate of Presidency College with honors in mathematics, Prof. Sarwentonto complete his postgraduate
studies in pure mathematics before dedicating his life to teaching and research. He began his career
in Calcutta and later moved to MBB College in Agartala, Tripura, where he earned his PhD. This book, a
testament to his scholarly rigor, was the result of years of meticulous research and writing. It is not just an
account of Asutosh’s life but also a tribute to his enduring legacy.

In April 2019, | was fortunate enough to receive a signed copy of this remarkable work from Prof. Sar
himself. The book is a quick yet profound read, reflecting the serious efforts that went into documenting
the life of one of India’s greatest minds. It serves as a valuable resource for anyone seeking to understand
the depth and breadth of Asutosh Mukhopadhyay’s contributions to mathematics, education, and the
larger cause of human progress. ¢
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