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The sudden demise of Prof Rohini Godbole has left the 
entire scientific community in profound shock. I had 
the privilege of meeting and working with her on Vigyan 
Vidushi, a tribute to 75 eminent women scientists of 
India. This is my homage to a remarkable soul.

Padmashri Prof Rohini Godbole was a prominent 
Indian physicist specializing in elementary particle 
physics, particularly field theory and phenomenology. 
She served as a professor at the Centre for High Energy Physics at the Indian Institute 
of Science in Bangalore and made significant contributions to the Standard Model 
of Particle Physics (SM) and physics beyond it (BSM). Her research on the hadronic 
structure of high-energy photons influenced the design of next-generation electron-
positron colliders. Godbole was a fellow of all three Indian academies of science and 
the World Academy of Sciences (TWAS).

Born in Pune on 12 November 1952, she earned a bachelor's degree from Sir 
Parshurambhau College, a Master’s from IIT Bombay, and a PhD from the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook. She began her career at the Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research in 1979, later working at the University of Bombay and returning 
to the Indian Institute of Science in 1995 as an Associate Professor, becoming a full 
Professor in 1998.

Godbole authored over 150 research papers and notable publications include 
"Low-virtuality leptoproduction of open-charm as a probe of the gluon Sivers function" 
(2018). She co-edited Lilavati’s Daughters, highlighting the contributions of Indian 
women scientists, and wrote books like Theory and Phenomenology of Sparticles and 
The Girl's Guide to a Life in Science.

Godbole received numerous awards and honors, including an honorary 
doctorate from IIT Kanpur (2021), the Padma Shri from the Government of India 
for her contributions to science and technology (2019), the Satyendranath Bose 
Medal from the Indian National Science Academy (2009), and fellowships from 
the National Academy of Sciences, India (NASI) (2007) and TWAS (2009). She was 
also awarded the Devi Award by the New Indian Express Group in August 2015 and 
received the Ordre National du Mérite from the French government, among others. 
Rohini Godbole passed away on 25 October 2024, at her home in Bangalore, 
following a brief illness, at the age of 71.
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