DI . e .

\
X

™
T
(c0]
0
(O]
a0
@
(o
<
N
o
N
A
(O]
)
o
o
[S]
@)
L
o
7=
PR
(O]
£
=
o
>
~
<
o
N
2
>
Q
>




Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Centenary College

00 YEARS & COUNTING

Amitesh Banerjee

Nestled in the tranquil town of Rahara, near the
cultural heart of Kolkata, Ramakrishna
Mission Vivekananda Centenary College
(RKMVCC) stands as a distinguished
beacon of higher learning, illuminating
the path of academic excellence, spiritual
growth, and social responsibility. Founded
in 1963 to honor the 100th birth anniversary
of the illustrious Swami Vivekananda, the
college was established by the Ramakrishna
Mission, an esteemed spiritual and
philanthropic organization inspired by the
profound teachings of Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa and his disciple Swami
Vivekananda. The college was inaugurated
by Shri Morarji Desai, Finance Minister,
India and had its foundation stone laid by
Swami Vireswarananda, the then-President
of Ramakrishna Math and Mission, Belur
Math. Since its inception, RKMVCC has
blossomed into a renowned institution,
shaping minds in the realms of science,
humanities, and social sciences.

At RKMVCC, the pursuit of knowledge
is both a sacred duty and a noble endeavor.
Affiliated with the West Bengal State
University, the college offers a rich
tapestry of undergraduate and postgraduate
programs spanning disciplines such as
physics, chemistry, mathematics, zoology,
botany, microbiology and computer science.
RKMVCC is recognized by the University
Grants Commission (UGC) under 2(f)
and 12(b) as an Autonomous college, and

its distinction as a DST-FIST sponsored
institution underscores its unwavering
commitment to advancing research and
scientific innovation.

The college’s reputation for academic
excellence is reflected in its consistent
ranking among India’s top educational
institutions. According to the National
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF),
RKMVCC rose to 3rd place in the Colleges
category in 2024, climbing from 8th in 2023
and 13th in 2022. Additionally, its standing
as the 1st best college in West Bengal
testifies to its relentless pursuit of scholarly
distinction.

RKMVCC’s dedication to providing
an unparalleled educational experience is
evident in its state-of-the-art facilities. The
college’s library, a sanctuary of knowledge,
boasts an extensive collection of books,
journals, and digital resources that cater to
the scholarly pursuits of its students and
faculty. Modern laboratories, equipped with
cutting-edge technology, provide a fertile
ground for experimentation, discovery, and
innovation, fostering a spirit of inquiry that
1s central to the college’s ethos.

Research is the lifeblood of RKMVCC,
driving its mission to expand the boundaries
of knowledge. The college has secured
numerous research grants from prestigious
organizations such as the Department
of Science and Technology (DST), the
University Grants Commission (UGC),
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and the Department of Biotechnology
(DBT), supporting a diverse array of

research projects. This commitment to
research excellence is further exemplified
by the college’s participation in the DBT-
STAR College Scheme, which bolsters
undergraduate  science education and
research infrastructure.

True to its mission of disseminating
knowledge, RKMVCC has emerged as
a lighthouse for science and technology
communication, particularly in the Bengali
language. Recognizing the need to make
scientific knowledge accessible to the
broader public, the college has taken
significant strides in promoting science
education in Bengali. This includes the
publication of scientific journals, books,
and articles, as well as organizing seminars,
workshops, and public lectures that address
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pressing scientific issues in a language that
resonates with the local community. By
championing science communication in
Bengali, RKMVCC bridges the gap between
academia and society, nurturing a culture
of scientific curiosity and critical thinking
among the Bengali-speaking populace.
Along with Shanti Foundation, the college
has been publishing a popular science
monthly in Bangla called *Bangla Bigyan
Katha* since its inception.

In the hallowed halls of RKMVCC,
education transcends the mere acquisition of
knowledge—it is a journey of self-discovery,
character building, and spiritual awakening.
The college offers a diverse array of co-
curricular and extracurricular activities
that cultivate physical fitness, creativity,
leadership, and social responsibility. From
vibrant cultural events and spirited debates
to impactful community service programs,
students are encouraged to explore their
potential and contribute positively to society.

The serene campus of RKMVCC, with
its temple and meditation hall, provides a
tranquil oasis where students can engage in
spiritual practices and reflect on the deeper
meaning of life. Inspired by the teachings of
Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda,
the college integrates spiritual and ethical
values into its curriculum, offering regular
spiritual discourses, meditation sessions,
and value education classes that guide
students towards a life of purpose, peace,
and integrity.

Under the visionary leadership of Swami
Kamalasthananda, the current principal,
RKMVCC has flourished, setting new
benchmarks in academic and spiritual
excellence. Swami Kamalasthananda has
been instrumental in spearheading initiatives
to enhance the quality of education, upgrade
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facilities, and foster a culture of discipline
and rigor. His unwavering commitment

to academic excellence and holistic
development ensures that RKMVCC
remains a leading institution that nurtures
both the intellect and the soul.

Ramakrishna  Mission  Vivekananda
Centenary College, Rahara, stands as a
beacon of enlightenment, embodying the
timeless values of Swami Vivekananda.
With its steadfast commitment
to academic rigor, research
excellence, holistic development,
and spiritual growth, RKMVCC
continues to inspire and empower
generations of students. The
college’s dedication to promoting
science and technology education,
particularly through its unique
gallery and initiatives in the g
Bengali language, underscores its

role as a leader in education and community
engagement. As RKMVCClooks to the future,
it remains resolute in its mission to provide an
education that empowers individuals to reach
their highest potential and contribute to the
greater good, guiding them toward a brighter,
more enlightened tomorrow. &

Sh. Amitesh Banerjee is a science communicator. He
can be reached via email at amitesh@sunpublish.com




Swami Vijnanananda Gallery -

Indian Knowledge System

A jewel in the crown of RKMVCC is its
splendid Science & Technology Gallery, a
repository of the nation's scientific heritage
and a beacon of inspiration. This gallery
celebrates the intertwined legacy of science
and spirituality, showcasing artifacts that
narrate the glorious past of Indian science. It
delves into how science and technology have
been seamlessly woven into the fabric of Indian
learning and values. The gallery also chronicles
the visionary efforts of Swami Vivekananda in
establishing science and technology education
in India, highlighting his interactions with
luminaries such as J.R.D. Tata, Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore, and Albert Einstein.
Through its exhibits, the gallery invites visitors
to embark on a journey through time, exploring
the rich confluence of tradition and modernity
that defines India's scientific spirit.
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Notable Alumni

RKMVCC takes pride in its illustrious alumni, who have made significant contributions

across diverse fields. Among them are:

Prof Sankar K. Pal is a
Distinguished Scientist
and President of the Indian
Statistical Institute (ISI). A
pioneer in fuzzy set theory
and neuro-fuzzy computing,
he founded ISI’s Machine
Intelligence Unit. He holds
dual Ph.D.s from the University of Calcutta
and Imperial College London, has authored 21
books, over 500 research papers, and holds two
US patents. Recognized with the Padma Shri
and S.S. Bhatnagar Prize, he is a Fellow of IEEE
and several academies.

Dr. Manoj Prasad, Professor
. and JC Bose National Fellow,
1s an expert in plant molecular
genetics and genomics. He
has made key contributions
to Tomato leaf curl disease
resistance and foxtail millet
research. With over 200
publications and numerous awards, including
the J.C. Bose National Fellowship and Tata
Innovation Fellowship, his work has been cited
over 15,500 times with an H-index of 69+.
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Prof. Rahul Banerjee,
currently a Professor at ISER
Kolkata, has previously
served at CSIR-NCL Pune
and completed postdoctoral
research at UCLA. He holds a
Ph.D. from the University of
Hyderabad and has received
prestigious awards, including the S.S. Bhatnagar
Prize (2018) and B M Birla Science Prize (2015).

Prof. Gautam Bhattacharya
is the Director and Senior
Professor at the Saha Institute
of Nuclear Physics, Kolkata,
specializing in  particle
physics. With a Ph.D. from
Calcutta University, he has
held postdoctoral roles at
CERN and the University of Pisa. His research
spans electroweak symmetry breaking and
neutrino physics. He has received prestigious
awards like the B.M. Birla Science Prize and the
J.C. Bose National Fellowship, and has served
as an adjunct professor at TIFR and SRM
University.

Prof. Dipak Kar has held
important positions as the
Vice-Chancellor of SKBU,
Purulia and Asutosh College,
Kolkata. Winner of several
awards, Prof Kar has written
many books and research
article on Plant Breeding
Biometry and Biotechnology.

o) Prof. Utpal Manna is a
Professor of Mathematics at
IISER Thiruvananthapuram.
He holds a Ph.D. from the
University of Wyoming and
an M.Sc. from IIT Kharagpur.
His research focuses on
mathematical fluid dynamics,
and he has held postdoctoral positions at the Max
Planck Institute and Institut Mittag Leftler. He
has been with IISER since 2009, contributing to
both academic and administrative roles.
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These distinguished individuals embody the values of RKMVCC, exemplifying knowledge,

integrity, and service.

October 2024 VIGYAN 2047



