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A Vision for Sustainable Futures

6th ICSE 2024’s Transformative Impact

on Sustainability Education
Ram Boojh

In an era marked by pressing environmental
challenges, the recently concluded 6th International
Conference on Sustainability Education (ICSE)
2024 took center stage, focusing on the

theme “Greening Education for

a Sustainable Future.” The r
event brought together

an esteemed panel of

Tim Curtis, Director at UNESCO New Delhi,
highlighted the importance of global collaboration
to address environmental issues. Furthermore, Dr.
Kiran Karnik, former President of NASSCOM,
and Dr. Somak Raychaudhary, Vice-
Chancellor of Ashoka University,

underscored the crucial role

of  academia in

global leaders and Ic cultivating a culture
experts,  redefining of sustainability.

the role of education in Innovative  educational
advancing sustainability. strategles were explored by

Key speakers included Mr.

Kartikeya Sarabhai, Founder Director of
CEE; Dr. Rajendra Singh, known as the ‘Waterman
of India’; and Dr. Vibha Dhawan, Director
General of TERI. Their visionary insights set a
transformative tone for discussions on integrating
sustainability into educational frameworks.

The conference featured prominent figures
such as Dr. T. Ramasami, former Secretary of DST,
and Ms. Soohyun Kim, Director at UNESCO’s
Regional Office in Bangkok, who emphasized
the urgent need for educational reform. Mr.

Dr. Erach Bharucha, Director of
BVIEER, and Mr. Tim Connors, Executive
Director of EdTech Advisory Group in Boston.
They discussed the transformative potential of
technology in achieving sustainability goals.
Contributions from Dr. Benno Béer of UNESCO
and Mr. Rajan Mehta of Harvard University added
unique perspectives on embedding sustainability
into education.
International experts such as Prof. Manjusri
Mishra from the University of Guelph and Dr.
Kumudhini Ravindra, Co-founder of Inytu Inc.,




shared their expertise on sustainable biocomposites
and disaster management, respectively. Their
insights, along with those from Ms. Margherita
Fanchiotti of the UN Environment/OCHA Joint
Unit and Ms. Amy Jankiewicz, CEO of Population
Matters, reinforced the global commitment to
sustainability.

The conference also spotlighted youth-driven
initiatives, like the ‘Youth for Earth’ campaign,
which highlighted the pivotal role of young
leaders in shaping a sustainable future. Sessions
led by Ms. Shweta Naik of JGI and Prof. Anil
Gupta from NIDM stressed the importance of
community engagement in advancing sustainable
development.

Renowned educators such as Ms. Monal
Jayaram of Piramal School of Leadership and
Dr. Vinitaa Apte of TERRE Policy Centre shared
their insights on leadership in educational reform.
Contributions from experts like Mr. Sunil Shastri,
an authority on ocean governance, and Ms. Olivia
Copsey from FEE, Copenhagen, further enriched
the discourse.

Notable international voices such as Ms.
Ana Vitéria and Ms. Raquel Costa from I0C-
UNESCO, Italy, and Mr. Aditya Pundir from
the Climate Reality Project added depth to the
discussions. The presence of leaders like Mr.
Alan Egbert, CEO of ACER, and academics like
Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh and Dr. Prithvi Yadav
underscored the conference’s global impact.
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Thedialogue continued with insights from Prof.
Bhaskar Vira, Pro Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge
University, and Prof. Dr. Nidhi Nagabhatla from
UNU, who explored the intersection of policy and
education. Dr. Arvind Sahu from the Regional
Center for Biotechnology and Ms. Neha Midha of
UNESCO shared their experiences in promoting
scientific literacy.

The conference concluded with reflections
from Dr. Madhabananda Kar of AIIMS Jodhpur,
who highlighted the role of medical research
in sustainability education. Prof. Tammarat
Kootateb and Prof. Pansa Liplap from Thailand,
along with Mr. Sunil Kumar Yadav of KPMG,
Singapore, discussed the corporate and academic
intersections of sustainability.

Contributions from Ms. Shweta Shirodkar,
Coordinator of the Empower to Plan Programme,
and Dr. Nakul Parashar, former Director of
Vigyan Prasar, brought diverse perspectives to the
discussion. Leaders like Ms. Neelima Vobugari,
Co-founder of AiEnsured, and Mr. Dilip Surkar
of VASCSC emphasized the importance of
collaboration in achieving shared sustainability
goals with the integration of AL

The two-day conference delved into
critical topics such as integrating STEM, the
NEP 2020 and STI Policy for Sustainability
Education in India, and innovative technologies
for sustainability education. The concept of
Blue Education for a sustainable future was




$

also extensively discussed, with new ideas and
insights shared by eminent panelists.

Another highlight was the panel on “Greening
Education for a Sustainable Future,” led by
Prof. Somak Raychaudhury, Vice-Chancellor
of Ashoka University, featuring Prof. Shambhu
Nath Singh, Vice-Chancellor of Central

prepared to tackle the challenges of our times. The
conference culminated with a powerful closing
by Mr. Amit Banka, CEO of WeNaturalists, who
called for united action, marking a significant
milestone in the global movement towards a
sustainable and resilient future. 4

Dr. Ram Boojh is currently an Advisor at the Mobius
Foundation, with a distinguished background at
UNESCO and UNEP A passionate advocate for

sustainability education, he continues to drive
impactful initiatives in environmental stewardship.
He can be reached at ramboojhl@yahoo.com.

University of Tezpur; Prof. P.K. Biswas from
Jagran Lake University; Prof. Nidhi Nagbhatla
of UN University; and Prof. Prithvi Yadav of
Singhania University.

ICSE 2024 was a landmark event, reflecting a
collective commitment to nurturing a generation
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New Delhi : The 6th In-  ence centered on the need to pivotal to the future of
ternational Conference on  integrate sustainability into  sustainability cfforts in India
and across the globe

The event featured a
distinguished lineup of
speakers, including Dr.
Pradip Burman, Chairman
of Mobius Foundation; Dr.
Ram Boojh, Advisor at
Mobius Foundation; Dr.
Tim Curtis, UNESCO Di-
rector; Dr. Rajendra Singh,
Waterman of India; envi-
ronmentalist Jadav Payeng,
and Mr. Kartikeya
~Y Sarabhai, Founder Direc-
tor, CEE. Among other dig-
nitarics were Dr. T
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